
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
GRAND DEMOCRATS 

NOVEMBER 18, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Reed at 6:34 p.m. 

 

The pledge of allegiance was led by Roger Rhodes. 

 

A motion was made by John Landry to accept the minutes of the October 28 

meeting as published on the website.  The motion was seconded by Harriet 

Kahn and the motion passed. 

 

President Reed gave the Treasurer's Report indicating our income was 

$217.00 and no expenses.  Balances are:  checking $4,391.77 and savings 

$1,240.76. 

   

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

 

President Reed mentioned a petition to recall Diane Douglas is available  

and encouraged anyone interested in signing to do so.  The petition was 

located on the back table. 

 

President Reed announced the details for our Holiday Party.  Karen Montoya 

has graciously agreed to host the party at her home.  Members are asked to 

bring an appetizer or dessert and BYOB.  The club will provide paper 

products, utensils, cups, water and sodas.  The party will be held on 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015 from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.   A sign up sheet was 

provided at the back table for members to indicate whether they will bring 

an appetizer or dessert.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Membership:  Paula Parkel announced membership renewals are now being 

accepted.  We have 30 members so far for 2016--some new and some 

renewals.  She encouraged everyone to invite their friends to join us. 

 

Social:  Diane Miller reported there were 14 at the breakfast and 19 at the 

dinner this month.  She encouraged attendees to attend these social functions 

to get to know each other better. 

 



Nominating:  John Landry presented the slate of candidates for next year's 

officers.  They are: 

Frank Reed, President 

Roger Rhodes, Vice President 

Paula Wilson, Treasurer 

Linda Cotton, Secretary 

Diane Miller, Member-at-Large 

Harriet Kahn, Member-at-Large 

There is currently one vacancy for a Member-at-Large. 

 

President Reed asked for any nominations from the floor.  There being none, 

Sharon Levinson moved to accept the nominations as presented.  Another 

request was made for any nominations from the floor.  No nominations from 

the floor were received and the motion was seconded by Floyd Cotton.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Reed announced that the Program Committee will be Co-chaired 

this year by Roger Rhodes and Lee Askern. 

 

Programs:  Doisey Landry thanked everyone for all of the support she 

received in the last 3 years as Programs Chair.  She then introduced our 

speaker for the evening, Mary Jo Pitzl from the Arizona Republic. 

 

Ms. Pitzl covers events happening in the State Capitol.  She provided insight 

into various legislative actions of the past year and the difficulties faced by 

the Governor and legislators to run the State.  She said the Governor's main 

objective is the business climate of the State.  He also recognizes that he 

can't do anything else until he addresses money for schools.  She anticipates 

a very active 2016.   

 

There were many questions from the audience about numerous subjects from 

child welfare, guns, to Sheriff Arpaio.  Ms. Pitzl graciously responded.  She 

was also asked, in her own position, who decides what is written.  Her 

response was that she decides what she will write based on what's happening 

and is responsible for generating her own stories.  She said she never suffers 

for ideas. 

 

President Reed thanked her and gave her a coffee mug. 

 

 



 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

President Reed reminded attendees of the jar in the back where we collect 

for the Grand Kids and encouraged donations. 

 

The 50/50 raffle collected $52.00.   The winner of half the collection was 

Nancy Martin who won $26. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Doisey Landry and on unanimous vote the 

meeting adjourned at 7:55p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Cotton, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


